
 
 

Wake County Public Schools 

1st Grade ELA Unit Overview – Quarter 4 

Reading Unit 7:  
Dramatizing Characters in Small Groups/ Reading Clubs 

Writing Unit 7:  
Author’s Choice in Writing 

Unit Overview: 
In this unit, students will learn to envision as they read, work on 
increasing fluency, gain a richer level of comprehension and share this 
understanding with others.  They will begin to synthesize all they know 
about characters and storylines to develop a deeper level of 
comprehension.   

Unit Overview: 
In this unit, students will have multiple opportunities to generate 
different types of writing:  fictional stories, informational All 
Abouts and How To’s, persuasive writing, lists, letters, etc.  
Students will brainstorm all that they know about writing, how to 
write effectively as well as different types of writing and each 
type’s purpose.  Students will then use what they know about 
writing to help them generate ideas for their own type of writing.   

Reading Unit 8:  
Becoming Science or Social Studies Experts 

Writing Unit 8:  
Writing Like a Scientist or Historian 

Unit Overview: 
In this unit, students will transform into budding scientists.  They will 
focus on learning about and researching a topic and developing a way 
of thinking and looking at the world.  They will be grouped around 
topics studying with focus, developing technical vocabulary, asking 
questions, discussing hypotheses and comparing and contrasting texts 
on the same subject.   

Unit Overview: 
Students will participate in shared writing experiences as they 
learn how to write about science investigations and historical 
events.  For the first three weeks of this unit, they will participate 
in science investigations and then learn to write about these 
investigations while following the Scientific Method.  During the 
last two weeks of the unit, students will explore social studies 
issues, form an opinion about these issues, speak to share their 
opinion clearly with others, and then write to share their opinion 
and reasons for their opinion in the form of a letter. 
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ELA Common Core Reading Standards: 
Note:  Focus Standards on Elementary Report Card are bolded. 
 
Key Ideas and Details 
RL1.2  Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrates understanding of their  
            central message or lesson. 
RI1.2  Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 
RI1.3  Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of  
            information in a text. 
 
Craft and Structure 
RL1.5   Explain major differences between books that tell stories and books that give  
              information, drawing on a wide reading of a range of text types. 
RL1. 6  Identify who is telling the story at various points in a text. 
 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
RL1.9  Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in  
            stories. 
RI1.7   Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key details. 
RI1.9   Identify basic similarities in and differences between two texts on the same  
             topic (e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, or procedures). 
 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
RL1.10  With prompting and support, read prose and poetry of appropriate  
               complexity for grade 1. 
 
Reading Foundational Skills 
RF1.3  Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding  
            words.   

g.  Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. 
 
RF1.4   Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.   

a.  Read on-level text with purpose and understanding. 
b.  Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 

expression on successive readings. 
c.  Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and 

understanding, rereading as necessary. 
 

. 
. 
 

ELA Common Core Writing Standards: 
Note:  Focus Standards on Elementary Report Card are bolded. 
 
Text Types and Purposes 
W1.1  Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book 

they are writing about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, 
and provide some sense of closure. 

W1.2  Write informative/ explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply 
some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure. 

W1.3  Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately  
            sequenced events, include some details regarding what happened, use  
            temporal words to signal event order, and provide some sense of closure. 
 
Production and Distribution of Writing  
W1.5  With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to  
            questions and suggestions from peers, and add details to strengthen writing 

as needed. 
W1.6  With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to  
            produce and publish writing, including collaboration with peers. 
 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge  
W1.7  Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of 

“how-to” books on a given topic and use them to write a sequence of 
instructions). 

 
Language 
L1.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 
j.  Produce and expand complete simple and compound declarative, 
      interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory sentence in response to 

prompts. 
h. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 

and usage when writing or speaking.  Use determiners (e.g., articles, 
demonstratives). 

L1.2d  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English  
            capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  Use   conventional 

spelling for words with common spelling patterns and for frequently 
occurring irregular words. 

L1.6  Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being 
read to, and responding to texts, including using frequently occurring 
conjunctions to signal simple relationships (e.g., because). 
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The standards below may be observed and assessed within any content area throughout the day. 
SL1.4 Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings clearly. 
SL1.5 Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings. 
SL1.6 Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation.   
L1.4b  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 1 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array 

of strategies.  Use frequently occurring affixes as a clue to the meaning of a word. 

 



Dear Parents,  
We will begin our next unit of study in math soon. The information below will serve as an overview of 
the unit as you work to support your child at home. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me. I appreciate your on-going support. 
Sincerely, 
Your Child’s Teacher 
 

Wake County Public Schools, Unit Overview for Parents 
This document should not replace on-going communication between teachers & parents. 
 

Unit Name:  
2-Digit Addition 

Common Core State Standards: 
1.NBT.4 Add within 100, including adding a two-digit number and a one-digit number, and adding a two-
digit number and a multiple of 10, using concrete models or drawings and strategies based on place value,  
properties of operations, and/or the relationship between addition and subtraction; relate the strategy to a 
written method and explain the reasoning used. Understand that in adding two-digit numbers, one adds 
tens and tens, ones and ones; and sometimes it is necessary to compose a ten. 
Essential Vocabulary: 

x Addition 
x Groups 
x Hundreds Chart 
x Left-Over(s) 

x Number Line 
x One-Digit 
x Ones 
x Strategy 

x Tens 
x Tens Frame 
x Tens Stick 
x Two-Digit 

 

Unit Overview: 
First Grade Students use concrete materials, models, drawings and place value strategies to add within 
100. They do so by being flexible with numbers as they use the base-ten system to solve problems. The 
standard algorithm of carrying or borrowing is neither an expectation nor a focus in First Grade. Students 
use strategies for addition and subtraction in Grades K-3. By the end of Third Grade students use a range 
of algorithms based on place value, properties of operations, and/or the relationship between addition and 
subtraction to fluently add and subtract within 1000. Students are expected to fluently add and subtract 
multi-digit whole numbers using the standard algorithm by the end of Grade 4 
Strategies/Skills: 
First Grade Students use place value understanding and properties of operations to add and subtract. The 
students will: 

x Use their knowledge of strategies and the place value system to add within 100. 
x Explain and justify their thinking using materials, models, and/or drawings.  
x Relate their chosen strategy to a writing method. 
x Understand that a two-digit number is composed of tens and ones. 
x Understand the concept of adding tens and ones separately. 
x When adding, compose a ten drawing on their knowledge place value.  

Video Support: 
Video support can be found on Khan Academy 

x https://www.khanacademy.org/ 
o Introduction to Place Value 

Video support can be found on The YouTube Channel. 
x Add a Two-Digit Number and One-Digit Number  
x Common Core Standard 1.NBT.4 
x Adding a Multiple of 10 to a Two-Digit Number  
x Add a Two-Digit Number with a One-Digit Number with Regrouping   

https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sfYdVJU2s2A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PakBC2Ev3Z4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jq1C_sIm8Q4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1HxT8DkFvBs


Dear Parents,  
We will begin our next unit of study in math soon. The information below will serve as an overview of 
the unit as you work to support your child at home. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me. I appreciate your on-going support. 
Sincerely, 
Your Child’s Teacher 
 

Wake County Public Schools, Unit Overview for Parents 
This document should not replace on-going communication between teachers & parents. 
 

Additional Resources: 
If you have limited/no internet access, please contact your child’s teacher for hard copies of the resources 
listed in this document. 
NCDPI Additional Resources 

x http://www.abcya.com/one_hundred_snowballs.htm  
x https://www.khanacademy.org/math/early-math/cc-early-math-add-sub-topic/cc-early-math-add-

subtract-100/e/add-within-100--level-1  
x http://mathwire.com/strategies/matspv.html  

Questions to Ask When Helping Your Child with Math Homework 
Keep in mind that homework in elementary schools is designed as practice. If your child is having 
problems, please let the classroom teacher know. When helping your child with his/her math homework, 
you don’t have to know all the answers! Instead, we encourage you to ask probing questions so your child 
can work through the challenges independently.  

x What is the problem you’re working on? 
x What do the directions say? 
x What do you already know that can help you solve the problem? 
x What have you done so far and where are you stuck? 
x Where can we find help in your notes? 
x Are there manipulatives, pictures, or models that would help? 
x Can you explain what you did in class today?  
x Did your teacher work examples that you could use? 
x Can you go onto another problem & come back to this one later? 
x Can you mark this problem so you can ask the teacher for an explanation tomorrow? 

 
 

http://maccss.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/Elementary
http://www.abcya.com/one_hundred_snowballs.htm
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/early-math/cc-early-math-add-sub-topic/cc-early-math-add-subtract-100/e/add-within-100--level-1
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/early-math/cc-early-math-add-sub-topic/cc-early-math-add-subtract-100/e/add-within-100--level-1
http://mathwire.com/strategies/matspv.html


Dear Parents,  
We will begin our next unit of study in math soon. The information below will serve as an overview of 
the unit as you work to support your child at home. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me. I appreciate your on-going support. 
Sincerely, 
Your Child’s Teacher 
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Unit Name:  
Nonstandard Measurement 

Common Core State Standards: 
1.MD.1 Order three objects by length; compare the lengths of two objects indirectly by using a third 
object. 
1.MD.2 Express the length of an object as a whole number of length units, by laying multiple copies of a  
shorter object (the length unit) end to end; understand that the length measurement of an object is the 
number of same-size length units that span it with no gaps or overlaps. Limit to contexts where the object 
being measured is spanned by a whole number of length units with no gaps or overlaps. 
Essential Vocabulary: 

x Compare 
x First 
x Gap 
x Height 
x Length 

x Less 
x Longer Than 
x Measure 
x More 

x Order 
x Overlap 
x Second 
x Shorter Than 
x Third 

 

Unit Overview: 
Students develop an understanding of the meaning and processes of measurement, including underlying 
concepts such as iterating (the mental activity of building up the length of an object with equal-sized 
units) and the transitivity principle (using a third object for comparing two objects) for indirect 
measurement. 
Strategies/Skills: 
In this unit, First Grade Students will: 

x Use direct comparison to compare lengths. 
x Use a third object to indirectly compare lengths between two objects.   
x Compare and order a set of objects by length, utilizing their knowledge of sequencing.  
x Focus on an attribute being measured, and select an appropriate nonstandard tool to measure that 

object.   
Video Support: 
Video support can be found on Khan Academy 

x https://www.khanacademy.org 
o Measuring a Golden Statue 

Video support can be found on Watch Know Learn 
x http://www.watchknowlearn.org/ 

o Non Standard Measurement   

https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/early-math/cc-early-math-measure-data-topic/cc-early-math-measurement/v/basic-measurement
http://www.watchknowlearn.org/
http://www.watchknowlearn.org/Video.aspx?VideoID=2396&CategoryID=2332


Dear Parents,  
We will begin our next unit of study in math soon. The information below will serve as an overview of 
the unit as you work to support your child at home. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me. I appreciate your on-going support. 
Sincerely, 
Your Child’s Teacher 
 

Wake County Public Schools, Unit Overview for Parents 
This document should not replace on-going communication between teachers & parents. 
 

Additional Resources: 
If you have limited/no internet access, please contact your child’s teacher for hard copies of the resources 
listed in this document. 

x NCDPI Additional Resources 
x http://pbskids.org/curiousgeorge/games/how_tall/how_tall.html  

 
 

x http://www.eduplace.com/cgi-
bin/schtemplate.cgi?template=/kids/mw/help/eh_popup_k.thtml&grade=K&title=Compare,+Orde
r,+and+Measure+Length&tm=tmfa0113e  

x http://www.harcourtschool.com/activity/length_strength3/  
Questions to Ask When Helping Your Child with Math Homework 
Keep in mind that homework in elementary schools is designed as practice. If your child is having 
problems, please let the classroom teacher know. When helping your child with his/her math homework, 
you don’t have to know all the answers! Instead, we encourage you to ask probing questions so your child 
can work through the challenges independently.  

x What is the problem you’re working on? 
x What do the directions say? 
x What do you already know that can help you solve the problem? 
x What have you done so far and where are you stuck? 
x Where can we find help in your notes? 
x Are there manipulatives, pictures, or models that would help? 
x Can you explain what you did in class today?  
x Did your teacher work examples that you could use? 
x Can you go onto another problem & come back to this one later? 
x Can you mark this problem so you can ask the teacher for an explanation tomorrow? 

 
 

http://maccss.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/Elementary
http://pbskids.org/curiousgeorge/games/how_tall/how_tall.html
http://www.eduplace.com/cgi-bin/schtemplate.cgi?template=/kids/mw/help/eh_popup_k.thtml&grade=K&title=Compare,+Order,+and+Measure+Length&tm=tmfa0113e
http://www.eduplace.com/cgi-bin/schtemplate.cgi?template=/kids/mw/help/eh_popup_k.thtml&grade=K&title=Compare,+Order,+and+Measure+Length&tm=tmfa0113e
http://www.eduplace.com/cgi-bin/schtemplate.cgi?template=/kids/mw/help/eh_popup_k.thtml&grade=K&title=Compare,+Order,+and+Measure+Length&tm=tmfa0113e
http://www.harcourtschool.com/activity/length_strength3/


Dear Parents,  
We will begin our next unit of study in math soon. The information below will serve as an overview of 
the unit as you work to support your child at home. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me. I appreciate your on-going support. 
Sincerely, 
Your Child’s Teacher 
 

Wake County Public Schools, Unit Overview for Parents 
This document should not replace on-going communication between teachers & parents. 
 

Unit Name:  
Partitioning Shapes 

Common Core State Standards: 
1.G.3 Partition circles and rectangles into two and four equal shares, describe the shares using the words  
halves, fourths, and quarters, and use the phrases half of, fourth of, and quarter of. Describe the whole as 
two of, or four of the shares. Understand for these examples that decomposing into more equal shares 
creates smaller shares. 
Essential Vocabulary: 

x Equal 
x Fourth Of 
x Fourths 

x Half Of 
x Halves 
x Partition 

x Quarter Of 
x Quarters 
x Shares 

 

Unit Overview: 
First Graders begin to partition regions into equal shares using a context (e.g., cookies, pies, pizza). This 
is a foundational building block of fractions, which will be extended in future grades. Through ample 
experiences with multiple representations, students use the words, halves, fourths, and quarters, and the 
phrases half of, fourth of, and quarter of to describe their thinking and solutions. Working with the “the 
whole”, students understand that “the whole” is composed of two halves, or four fourths or four quarters. 
 
Strategies/Skills: 
In this unit, first grade students will:  

x Partition rectangles and circles into two and four equal shares. 
x Describe the whole shape and shares using appropriate first grade vocabulary. 
x Understand that decomposing shapes into equal shares creates smaller shares.  

 
Video Support: 
Video support can be found on The YouTube Channel.    

x Partitioning Shapes (Halves) 
x Partitioning Shapes (Fourths) 

 
Additional Resources: 
If you have limited/no internet access, please contact your child’s teacher for hard copies of the resources 
listed in this document. 

x NCDPI Additional Resources 
x https://www.khanacademy.org/math/early-math/cc-early-math-geometry-topic/cc-early-math-

composing-shapes/e/compose-shapes  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aZOh_Urf62M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNZj2jsHeM8
http://maccss.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/Elementary
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/early-math/cc-early-math-geometry-topic/cc-early-math-composing-shapes/e/compose-shapes
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/early-math/cc-early-math-geometry-topic/cc-early-math-composing-shapes/e/compose-shapes


Dear Parents,  
We will begin our next unit of study in math soon. The information below will serve as an overview of 
the unit as you work to support your child at home. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me. I appreciate your on-going support. 
Sincerely, 
Your Child’s Teacher 
 

Wake County Public Schools, Unit Overview for Parents 
This document should not replace on-going communication between teachers & parents. 
 

Questions to Ask When Helping Your Child with Math Homework 
Keep in mind that homework in elementary schools is designed as practice. If your child is having 
problems, please let the classroom teacher know. When helping your child with his/her math homework, 
you don’t have to know all the answers! Instead, we encourage you to ask probing questions so your child 
can work through the challenges independently.  

x What is the problem you’re working on? 
x What do the directions say? 
x What do you already know that can help you solve the problem? 
x What have you done so far and where are you stuck? 
x Where can we find help in your notes? 
x Are there manipulatives, pictures, or models that would help? 
x Can you explain what you did in class today?  
x Did your teacher work examples that you could use? 
x Can you go onto another problem & come back to this one later? 
x Can you mark this problem so you can ask the teacher for an explanation tomorrow? 

 
 



Dear Parents,  
We will begin our next unit of study in math soon. The information below will serve as an overview of 
the unit as you work to support your child at home. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me. I appreciate your on-going support. 
Sincerely, 
Your Child’s Teacher 
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Unit Name:  
Data 

Common Core State Standards: 
1.MD.4 Organize, represent, and interpret data with up to three categories; ask and answer questions 
about the total number of data points, how many in each category, and how many more or less are in one 
category than in another. 
Essential Vocabulary: 

x Category 
x Collect 
x Data 

x Different 
x Least 
x Less 

x More 
x Question 
x Same 

 

Unit Overview: 
First Grade students collect and use categorical data (e.g., eye color, shoe size, age) to answer a question. 
The data collected are often organized in a chart or table. Once the data are collected, First Graders 
interpret the data to determine the answer to the question posed. They also describe the data noting 
particular aspects such as the total number of answers, which category had the most/least responses, and 
interesting differences/similarities between the categories. As the teacher provides numerous 
opportunities for students to create questions, determine up to 3 categories of possible responses, collect 
data, organize data, and interpret the results, First Graders build a solid foundation for future data 
representations (picture and bar graphs) in Second Grade. 
Strategies/Skills: 
In this unit, First Graders will: 

x Represent, interpret, and organize data 
x Ask and answer questions about data 

Video Support: 
x No videos are referenced for this unit. 

Additional Resources: 
If you have limited/no internet access, please contact your child’s teacher for hard copies of the resources 
listed in this document. 

x NCDPI Additional Resources 
x https://www.khanacademy.org/math/early-math/cc-early-math-measure-data-topic/cc-early-math-

data/e/sort-groups-by-count  
x https://www.khanacademy.org/math/early-math/cc-early-math-measure-data-topic/cc-early-math-

data/e/solving-problems-with-picture-graphs-1  

http://maccss.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/Elementary
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/early-math/cc-early-math-measure-data-topic/cc-early-math-data/e/sort-groups-by-count
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/early-math/cc-early-math-measure-data-topic/cc-early-math-data/e/sort-groups-by-count
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/early-math/cc-early-math-measure-data-topic/cc-early-math-data/e/solving-problems-with-picture-graphs-1
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/early-math/cc-early-math-measure-data-topic/cc-early-math-data/e/solving-problems-with-picture-graphs-1


Dear Parents,  
We will begin our next unit of study in math soon. The information below will serve as an overview of 
the unit as you work to support your child at home. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me. I appreciate your on-going support. 
Sincerely, 
Your Child’s Teacher 
 

Wake County Public Schools, Unit Overview for Parents 
This document should not replace on-going communication between teachers & parents. 
 

Questions to Ask When Helping Your Child with Math Homework 
Keep in mind that homework in elementary schools is designed as practice. If your child is having 
problems, please let the classroom teacher know. When helping your child with his/her math homework, 
you don’t have to know all the answers! Instead, we encourage you to ask probing questions so your child 
can work through the challenges independently.  

x What is the problem you’re working on? 
x What do the directions say? 
x What do you already know that can help you solve the problem? 
x What have you done so far and where are you stuck? 
x Where can we find help in your notes? 
x Are there manipulatives, pictures, or models that would help? 
x Can you explain what you did in class today?  
x Did your teacher work examples that you could use? 
x Can you go onto another problem & come back to this one later? 
x Can you mark this problem so you can ask the teacher for an explanation tomorrow? 
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