
 
 

Wake County Public Schools 

3rd Grade ELA Overview - Quarter 4 

Reading Unit:  

Test Prep as a Genre 

Writing Unit: 

Revising Writing 

Unit Overview: 
This unit reviews previously taught concepts and skills to practice in EOG style 

format. Test-taking strategies will also be taught using the RUNNERS strategies. 

Context clues will be reviewed each week with both narrative and informational 

texts along with vocabulary lessons. Asking and answering questions for both types 

of texts will also be practiced.    

Unit Overview: 
This three-week unit will show students how to revise on multiple levels 

considering word choice, punctuation, text features, organization and big 

ideas.  Students will be working with previously written drafts or even 

published narrative or informational pieces from earlier in the year. The act of 

revising requires students to think deeply about their writing intentions, their 

audience and about the content that they are exploring.  By the end of this 

unit, students will have completed revision tasks on several writing pieces.  

Reading Unit: 

Social Issues 
Writing Unit: 

Writer’s Choice: Revisiting the Genres 

Unit Overview: 
In this unit, students will learn to read a variety of texts with an eye toward social 

issues—issues that affect a lot of people, not just one character.  These texts will 

encourage students to think about their place in the world and how that informs 

their views on issues such as poverty, health, discrimination, relationships, and the 

environment. They will learn to distinguish their own views from that of the author, 

the narrator, the characters, or their peers.  Through empathy for others, the 

students will develop a plan for a mini social action project.   

Unit Overview: 
During this final unit of the school year, writers will revisit genres that they 

have studied and review standards and strategies that they have learned.  This 

unit offers flexibility to the teacher and the writers.  Teachers will carefully 

consider their students’ strengths, needs and interests as they plan instruction.  
Students, too, will be encouraged to be reflective, as they consider their own 

writing development and writing interests.  The Common Core Standard W3.10 

requires students to apply the skills that they have been learning in multiple 

genres, for multiple purposes, and in multiple settings. 

Reading Common Core Standards: 
Note:  Focus Standards on Elementary Report Card are bolded. 
Key Ideas and Details 
RL3.1 - Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring 

explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 

RL3.2 - Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures:  

determine the central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed 

through key details in the text. 

RI3.1 - Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring 

explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 

RI3.2 - Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how 

they support the main idea. 

RI3.3 - Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas 

or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains 

to time, sequence, and cause/effect. 

 
 

Writing Common Core Standards:  
Note: Focus Standards on Elementary Report Card are bolded. 
Text Types and Purposes 
W3.3 - Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events 

using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.   

a. Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/ or characters; 

organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

b. Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to 

develop experiences and events or show the response of characters 

to situations. 

c. Use temporal words and phrases to signal event order. 

d. Provide a sense of closure. 

 
Production and Distribution of Writing 
W3.4 - With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the 

development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose.  (Grade-

specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above) 
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Craft and Structure 
RL3.4 - Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

distinguishing literal from nonliteral language. 

 (e.g., in books from a series). 

RL3.6 - Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the 

characters. 

RI3.6 – Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text. 

 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
RL3.10 - By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
drama, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 2-3 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 
RI3.10 - By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, 
including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 2-3 text 
complexity band independently and proficiently. 
 
Reading Foundational Skills 
RF3.4 - Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.   

a. Read on-level text with purpose and understanding. 

b. Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on 

successive readings. 

c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and 
understanding, rereading as necessary. 

Range of Writing 
W3.10 - Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 
reflections, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or 
two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 
Language 
L3.1i - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 

and usage when writing or speaking.  Produce simple, compound, and complex 

sentences. 

L3.2f - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  Use spelling patterns 
and generalizations (e.g., word families, position-based spellings, syllable 
patterns, ending rules, meaningful word parts) in writing words. 
 

The standards below may be observed and assessed within any content area throughout the day. 

SL3.1 - Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on 

others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.   
a. Come to discussions prepared having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic to 

explore ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and 

texts under discussion). 

c. Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, and link their comments to the remarks of others. 

SL3.6 - Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification. 

L3.3 - Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.   

a. Choose words and phrases for effect. 

b. Recognize and observe differences between the conventions of spoken and written standard English. 

L3.5a - Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.  Distinguish the literal and nonliteral meanings of words and phrases in 

context (e.g., take steps). 

L3.6 - Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general academic, and domain-specific words and phrased, including those that signal spatial and 

temporal relationships (e.g., After dinner that night we went looking for them). 

 



Dear Parents,  
We will begin our next unit of study in math soon. The information below will serve as an overview of 
the unit as you work to support your child at home. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me. I appreciate your on-going support. 
Sincerely, 
Your Child’s Teacher 
 

Wake County Public Schools, Unit Overview for Parents 
This document should not replace on-going communication between teachers & parents. 
 

Unit Name:  
Measurement 

Common Core State Standards: 
3.MD.2 Measure and estimate liquid volumes and masses of objects using standard units of grams (g) 
kilograms (kg) and liters (l).  Add, subtract, multiply, or divide to solve one step word problems involving 
masses or volumes that are given in the same units, e.g. by using drawing (such as a beaker with 
measurement scale) to represent the problem.   
3.MD.4 Generate measurement data by measuring lengths using rulers marked with halves and fourths of 
an inch.  Show the data by making a line plot, where the horizontal scale is marked off in appropriate 
units – whole numbers, halves, and quarters. 
Essential Vocabulary: 

x Estimate 
x Liter 
x Capacity 
x Gram 
x Kilogram 
x Liter 
x Capacity 
x Inch 
x Foot 
x Line Plot 

Unit Overview: 
In this unit the students will use different containers (liter, ½ liter, and 250 mL).  The students will 
compare different liquid measurements in the different containers.  Balances will be used to compare real 
life objects such as pencils and erasers to 1, 5 and 10 gram cubes.  The students will use rulers to measure 
to the whole, half and fourth.  Line plots will be used when gathering measuring data.  All four operations 
(add, subtract, multiply and divide) will be used to solve story problems about measurement. 
Strategies/Skills: 

x Balance 
x Ruler 



Dear Parents,  
We will begin our next unit of study in math soon. The information below will serve as an overview of 
the unit as you work to support your child at home. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me. I appreciate your on-going support. 
Sincerely, 
Your Child’s Teacher 
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Video Support: 
Video support can be found on Learn Zillion 

x https://learnzillion.com/ 
o understand-volume-and-how-volume-is-measured 
o measure-volume-in-liters 
o understand-mass-and-how-mass-is-measured 
o solve-word-problems-about-mass-by-adding-and-subtracting-on-a-number-line 
o solve-word-problems-about-volume-by-adding-and-subtracting-on-a-number-line 
o solve-multiplication-and-division-word-problems-about-mass-by-drawing-pictures 
o solve-multiplication-and-division-word-problems-about-volume-by-drawing-pictures 
o creating-and-reading-a-ruler-to-measure-objects-to-the-nearest-quarter-inch 
o measure-an-object-to-the-nearest-quarter-inch-using-a-ruler 
o display-data-in-fractional-amounts-by-creating-a-line-plot 
o collect-and-show-data-on-a-line-plot 

Additional Resources: 
If you have limited/no internet access, please contact your child’s teacher for hard copies of the resources 
listed in this document. 

x NCDPI Additional Resources 
Questions to Ask When Helping Your Child with Math Homework 
Keep in mind that homework in elementary schools is designed as practice. If your child is having 
problems, please let the classroom teacher know. When helping your child with his/her math homework, 
you don’t have to know all the answers! Instead, we encourage you to ask probing questions so your child 
can work through the challenges independently.  

x What is the problem you’re working on? 
x What do the directions say? 
x What do you already know that can help you solve the problem? 
x What have you done so far and where are you stuck? 
x Where can we find help in your notes? 
x Are there manipulatives, pictures, or models that would help? 
x Can you explain what you did in class today?  
x Did your teacher work examples that you could use? 
x Can you go onto another problem & come back to this one later? 
x Can you mark this problem so you can ask the teacher for an explanation tomorrow? 

 
 

https://learnzillion.com/
https://learnzillion.com/lessons/1270-understand-volume-and-how-volume-is-measured
https://learnzillion.com/lessons/1272-measure-volume-in-liters
https://learnzillion.com/lessons/1273-understand-mass-and-how-mass-is-measured
https://learnzillion.com/lessons/1674-solve-word-problems-about-mass-by-adding-and-subtracting-on-a-number-line
https://learnzillion.com/lessons/1675-solve-word-problems-about-volume-by-adding-and-subtracting-on-a-number-line
https://learnzillion.com/lessons/1676-solve-multiplication-and-division-word-problems-about-mass-by-drawing-pictures
https://learnzillion.com/lessons/1677-solve-multiplication-and-division-word-problems-about-volume-by-drawing-pictures
https://learnzillion.com/lessons/2612-creating-and-reading-a-ruler-to-measure-objects-to-the-nearest-quarter-inch
https://learnzillion.com/lessons/2773-measure-an-object-to-the-nearest-quarter-inch-using-a-ruler
https://learnzillion.com/lessons/2668-display-data-in-fractional-amounts-by-creating-a-line-plot
https://learnzillion.com/lessons/2683-collect-and-show-data-on-a-line-plot
http://maccss.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/Elementary


Dear Parents,  
We will begin our next unit of study in math soon. The information below will serve as an overview of 
the unit as you work to support your child at home. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me. I appreciate your on-going support. 
Sincerely, 
Your Child’s Teacher 
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Unit Name:  
Time 

Common Core State Standards: 
3.MD.1 Tell and write time to the nearest minute and measures time intervals in minutes.  Solve word 
problems involving addition and subtraction of time intervals in minutes, e.g, by representing the problem 
on a number line diagram.   
Essential Vocabulary: 

x A.M. 
x P.M. 
x Digital Clock 
x Analog Clock 
x Elapsed  Time 

Unit Overview: 
In this unit the students will build on their knowledge of second grade.  They will build on the knowledge 
of knowing how to tell time to 5 minutes and now they will tell time to the exact minute.  Half hour, 
quarter hour and hour will be used as benchmarks on the analog clock to help the students tell time 
accurately.  Elapsed time will be a major part of this unit.  Students will use the number line to help solve 
these problems.    
Strategies/Skills: 

x Reading a digital and analog clock 
x Number Line 

Video Support: 
Video support can be found on Learn Zillion 

x https://learnzillion.com/ 
o reading-the-exact-minute-on-a-clock 
o reading-the-exact-time-on-a-clock 
o drawing-the-exact-time-on-a-clock 
o solving-elapsed-time-word-problems-to-the-nearest-five-minutes 
o solving-elapsed-time-word-problems-to-the-nearest-minute 

Additional Resources: 
If you have limited/no internet access, please contact your child’s teacher for hard copies of the resources 
listed in this document. 

x NCDPI Additional Resources 

https://learnzillion.com/
https://learnzillion.com/lessons/836-reading-the-exact-minute-on-a-clock
https://learnzillion.com/lessons/837-reading-the-exact-time-on-a-clock
https://learnzillion.com/lessons/838-drawing-the-exact-time-on-a-clock
https://learnzillion.com/lessons/577-solving-elapsed-time-word-problems-to-the-nearest-five-minutes
https://learnzillion.com/lessons/578-solving-elapsed-time-word-problems-to-the-nearest-minute
http://maccss.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/Elementary


Dear Parents,  
We will begin our next unit of study in math soon. The information below will serve as an overview of 
the unit as you work to support your child at home. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me. I appreciate your on-going support. 
Sincerely, 
Your Child’s Teacher 
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Questions to Ask When Helping Your Child with Math Homework 
Keep in mind that homework in elementary schools is designed as practice. If your child is having 
problems, please let the classroom teacher know. When helping your child with his/her math homework, 
you don’t have to know all the answers! Instead, we encourage you to ask probing questions so your child 
can work through the challenges independently.  

x What is the problem you’re working on? 
x What do the directions say? 
x What do you already know that can help you solve the problem? 
x What have you done so far and where are you stuck? 
x Where can we find help in your notes? 
x Are there manipulatives, pictures, or models that would help? 
x Can you explain what you did in class today?  
x Did your teacher work examples that you could use? 
x Can you go onto another problem & come back to this one later? 
x Can you mark this problem so you can ask the teacher for an explanation tomorrow? 
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We will begin our next unit of study in math soon. The information below will serve as an overview of 
the unit as you work to support your child at home. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me. I appreciate your on-going support. 
Sincerely, 
Your Child’s Teacher 
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Unit Name:  
Measurement 

Common Core State Standards: 
3.MD.2 Measure and estimate liquid volumes and masses of objects using standard units of grams (g) 
kilograms (kg) and liters (l).  Add, subtract, multiply, or divide to solve one step word problems involving 
masses or volumes that are given in the same units, e.g. by using drawing (such as a beaker with 
measurement scale) to represent the problem.   
3.MD.4 Generate measurement data by measuring lengths using rulers marked with halves and fourths of 
an inch.  Show the data by making a line plot, where the horizontal scale is marked off in appropriate 
units – whole numbers, halves, and quarters. 
Essential Vocabulary: 

x Estimate 
x Liter 
x Capacity 
x Gram 
x Kilogram 
x Liter 
x Capacity 
x Inch 
x Foot 
x Line Plot 

Unit Overview: 
In this unit the students will use different containers (liter, ½ liter, and 250 mL).  The students will 
compare different liquid measurements in the different containers.  Balances will be used to compare real 
life objects such as pencils and erasers to 1, 5 and 10 gram cubes.  The students will use rulers to measure 
to the whole, half and fourth.  Line plots will be used when gathering measuring data.  All four operations 
(add, subtract, multiply and divide) will be used to solve story problems about measurement. 
Strategies/Skills: 

x Balance 
x Ruler 
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We will begin our next unit of study in math soon. The information below will serve as an overview of 
the unit as you work to support your child at home. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me. I appreciate your on-going support. 
Sincerely, 
Your Child’s Teacher 
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Video Support: 
Video support can be found on Learn Zillion 

x https://learnzillion.com/ 
o understand-volume-and-how-volume-is-measured 
o measure-volume-in-liters 
o understand-mass-and-how-mass-is-measured 
o solve-word-problems-about-mass-by-adding-and-subtracting-on-a-number-line 
o solve-word-problems-about-volume-by-adding-and-subtracting-on-a-number-line 
o solve-multiplication-and-division-word-problems-about-mass-by-drawing-pictures 
o solve-multiplication-and-division-word-problems-about-volume-by-drawing-pictures 
o creating-and-reading-a-ruler-to-measure-objects-to-the-nearest-quarter-inch 
o measure-an-object-to-the-nearest-quarter-inch-using-a-ruler 
o display-data-in-fractional-amounts-by-creating-a-line-plot 
o collect-and-show-data-on-a-line-plot 

Additional Resources: 
If you have limited/no internet access, please contact your child’s teacher for hard copies of the resources 
listed in this document. 

x NCDPI Additional Resources 
Questions to Ask When Helping Your Child with Math Homework 
Keep in mind that homework in elementary schools is designed as practice. If your child is having 
problems, please let the classroom teacher know. When helping your child with his/her math homework, 
you don’t have to know all the answers! Instead, we encourage you to ask probing questions so your child 
can work through the challenges independently.  

x What is the problem you’re working on? 
x What do the directions say? 
x What do you already know that can help you solve the problem? 
x What have you done so far and where are you stuck? 
x Where can we find help in your notes? 
x Are there manipulatives, pictures, or models that would help? 
x Can you explain what you did in class today?  
x Did your teacher work examples that you could use? 
x Can you go onto another problem & come back to this one later? 
x Can you mark this problem so you can ask the teacher for an explanation tomorrow? 
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Science	&	Social	Studies	4th	Quarter	
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Third	Grade	

Science	

Third	Grade	

Social	Studies	

	

Unifying	

Theme	

	
Objects	in	the	Sky	 Unit	

	

Civics	and	Government	

	

	

Standards	

	
3.E.1	

3.E.1.1	

3.E.1.2	

	
3.E.2	

3.E.2.1	

3.E.2.2	

	
4.E.1	

4.E.1.1	

4.E.1.2	

Key	Ideas	

	

3.C&G.1	Understand	the	development,	structure	and	

function	of	local	government.��

	

3.C&G.2	Understand	how	citizens	participate	in	their	

communities.		

	

Unit	

Concept	

	

Big	Idea:	The	Earth	is	part	of	the	solar	system.	An	
object’s	changing	shadow	indicates	apparent	
movement	of	the	sun	across	the	sky.	There	are	
patterns	of	stars	in	the	sky	called	constellations.	
Moon	phases	follow	a	predictable	pattern.		

	

Standards	

	
	

3.	C&G.1.1	
3.	C&G.1.2	
3.	C&G.1.3	

	
	

3.	C&G.2.1	
3.	C&G.2.2	
3.	C&G.2.3	

	

	

Lesson	

Storyline	

	
	

Objects	in	the	Sky	
Helpful	Links	

	
Essential	Standards	

Unpacked	

	
3-5	Video	Sample	of	

Classroom	
	

	

Other	

Links	

	

The	Moon	

A	Day	on	Earth	

Light	

Light	Absorption,	Reflection,	Refraction	

Earth's	Oceans	

	

	

	


