
 
 

Wake County Public Schools 

2nd Grade ELA Overview - Quarter 4 
Reading Unit:  
Taking a Deeper Look at Informational Texts in Book Clubs 

Writing Unit: 
Opinion Writing 

Unit Overview: 
This unit will continue students’ work in book clubs.  However, in this unit 
book clubs will be created based on common interests.   Book club partners 
will come together because they want to learn more about a certain topic. 
Book clubs will work cooperatively, with specific roles for collecting 
information and developing new understandings. Many of the themes and 
standards addressed have been introduced before.  At this point in the year, 
students will be deepening and expanding their understanding of concepts 
previously introduced. 

Unit Overview: 
The goal of this unit is to teach students that we often read reviews in 
our daily lives to help us make decisions about which books to read, 
what movies to see, and which restaurants/places to go. Students will 
learn how to write reviews for books they have read, movies they have 
seen, and restaurants or places they have been. They will learn how to 
express their opinion about a topic and then provide reasons and 
examples in an attempt to persuade their readers to want to read, see, 
or try whatever they are reviewing.  

Reading Unit:  
Performing with Fiction, Folktales and Fairy Tales 

Writing Unit: 
Imaginative Writing 

Unit Overview: 
This final unit provides students the chance to pull together many of the 
skills and strategies that they have learned.  During this unit, students will be 
reading fictional texts and thinking about how reading can turn into 
performing.  By adding in the element of performance, students can explore 
retelling, point of view, and fluency.  In addition, students will revisit 
character exploration and will think about the reading/writing connection, as 
they write their own readers’ theater scripts.   

Unit Overview: 
Students will write adaptations of fairy tales or folktales that the class 
has read and reread multiple times. In essence, students will write their 
own versions of these stories using different characters or settings. 
Some students may even choose to rewrite a story from the viewpoint 
of another character such as the troll in Three Billy Goats Gruff.  

Reading Common Core Standards: 
Note:  Focus Standards on Elementary Report Card are bolded. 
Key Ideas and Details 
RL2.2 – Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse 
cultures, and determine their central message, lesson, or moral. 
RI2.3 – Describe the connection between a series of historical events, 
scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text. 
 
Craft and Structure 
RL2.4 - Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, 
rhymes, repeated lines) supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or 
song. 

Writing Common Core Standards:  
Note: Focus Standards on Elementary Report Card are bolded. 
Text Types and Purposes 
W2.1 - Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book 
they are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support 
the opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect 
opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section. 
W2.2 – Write informative/ explanatory texts in which they introduce a 
topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a 
concluding statement or section.  
W2.3 – Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event 
or short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, 
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Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
RI2.8 – Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a 
text. 
RI2.9 - Compare and contrast the most important point presented by two 
texts on the same topic. 
RI2.10 - By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts,  
including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 
2-3 text complexity band proficiently with scaffolding as needed at the high 
end of the range. 
 
Reading Foundational Skills 
RF2.3d - Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis in decoding 
words. Decode words with common prefixes and suffixes. 
RF2.4 - Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.  

a - Read on-level text with purpose and understanding. 
b – Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 
expression on successive readings. 
 c – Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and 
understanding, rereading as necessary. 

thoughts and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and 
provide a sense of closure.  

 
Production and Distribution of Writing 
W2.6 - With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital 
tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with 
peers. 

 
Language 
L2.1e - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  Use adjectives and 
adverbs, and choose between them depending on what is to be 
modified. 
L2.2c - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  Use an 
apostrophe to form contractions and frequently occurring possessives. 

The standards below may be observed and assessed within any content area throughout the day. 
x SL2.3 – Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen 

understanding of a topic or issue. 
x SL2.4 – Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences. 
x SL2.6 – Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification. 
x L2.3a – Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  Compare formal and informal uses of English. 
x L2.5a - Demonstrates understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.  Identify real-life connections between words and their 

use (e.g., describe foods that are spicy or juicy). 
x L2.6 - Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and 

adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids are happy that makes me happy). 



Dear Parents,  
We will begin our next unit of study in math soon. The information below will serve as an overview of 
the unit as you work to support your child at home. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me. I appreciate your on-going support. 
Sincerely, 
Your Child’s Teacher 
 

Wake County Public Schools, Unit Overview for Parents 
This document should not replace on-going communication between teachers & parents. 
 

Unit Name:  
Partitioning Shapes 

Common Core State Standards: 
2.G.2 Partition a rectangle into rows and columns of same-size squares and count to find the total number 
of them. 
2.G.3 Partition circles and rectangles into two, three, or four equal shares, describe the shares using the 
words halves, thirds, half of, a third of, etc., and describe the whole as two halves, three thirds, four 
fourths. Recognize that equal shares of identical wholes need not have the same shape. 
Essential Vocabulary: 

x partition 
x equal size 
x equal shares 
x half  
x halves 
x thirds 
x half of 

x a third of 
x whole 
x two halves 
x three thirds 
x four fourths 
x  rows 
x columns 

 

Unit Overview: 
Second graders partition a rectangle into squares (or square-like regions) and then determine the total 
number of squares. This work connects to the standard 2.OA.4 where students are arranging objects in an 
array of rows and columns. Standard 2.G.2 is a precursor to learning about the area of a rectangle and 
using arrays for multiplication. 
 
Second Grade students partition circles and rectangles into 2, 3 or 4 equal shares (regions). Students 
should be given ample experiences to explore this concept with paper strips and pictorial representations. 
Students should also work with the vocabulary terms halves, thirds, half of, third of, and fourth (or 
quarter) of. While students are working on this standard, they should make the connection that a “whole” 
is composed of two halves, three thirds, or four fourths.  This unit also addresses the idea that equal shares 
of identical wholes may not have the same shape.   
Strategies/Skills: 
It is important for students to understand that fractional parts may not be symmetrical. The only criterion 
for equivalent fractions is that the area is equal.  It is important for students to see circles and rectangles 
partitioned in multiple ways so they learn to recognize that equal shares can be different shapes within the 
same whole.  
 
Video Support: 

x No videos referenced for this unit.    
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Additional Resources: 
If you have limited/no internet access, please contact your child’s teacher for hard copies of the resources 
listed in this document. 

x NCDPI Additional Resources 
x Please visit the Kahn Academy website at www.khanacademy.org  for additional videos and 

activities.  Look under the Early Math tab. 
x Please visit the Learn Zillion website at www.learnzillion.com to find 2nd Grade math lessons 

and videos that align with Common Core Standards. 
 
Questions to Ask When Helping Your Child with Math Homework 
Keep in mind that homework in elementary schools is designed as practice. If your child is having 
problems, please let the classroom teacher know. When helping your child with his/her math homework, 
you don’t have to know all the answers! Instead, we encourage you to ask probing questions so your child 
can work through the challenges independently.  

x What is the problem you’re working on? 
x What do the directions say? 
x What do you already know that can help you solve the problem? 
x What have you done so far and where are you stuck? 
x Where can we find help in your notes? 
x Are there manipulatives, pictures, or models that would help? 
x Can you explain what you did in class today?  
x Did your teacher work examples that you could use? 
x Can you go onto another problem & come back to this one later? 
x Can you mark this problem so you can ask the teacher for an explanation tomorrow? 

 
 

http://maccss.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/Elementary
http://www.khanacademy.org/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
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Unit Name:  
Graphing 

Common Core State Standards: 
2.MD.9 Generate measurement data by measuring lengths of several objects to the nearest whole unit, or 
by making repeated measurements of the same object. Show the measurements by making a line plot, 
where the horizontal scale is marked off in whole-number units. 
2.MD.10 Draw a picture graph and a bar graph (with single-unit scale) to represent a data set with up to 
four categories. Solve simple put-together, take-apart, and compare problems, using information 
presented in a bar graph. 
Essential Vocabulary: 

x collect 
x organize 
x display 
x show 
x data 
x attribute 
x sort 
x line plot 
x picture  
x graph 

x bar graph 
x question 
x category 
x chart 
x table 
x most 
x least 
x more than 
x less than 
x about 

x same 
x different 
x measure 
x inch 
x foot 
x yard 
x centimeter  
x meter 
x length 

 
 

Unit Overview: 
Second Graders use measurement data as they move through the statistical process of posing a question, 
collecting data, analyzing data, creating representations, and interpreting the results. In second grade, 
students represent the length of several objects by making a line plot. Students should round their lengths 
to the nearest whole unit.  After posing a question, Second Graders determine up to 4 categories of 
possible responses.  This is an extension from first grade when students organized, represented, and 
interpreted data with up to three categories. They are able to use the graph selected to note particular 
aspects of the data collected, including the total number of responses, which category had the most/least 
responses, and interesting differences/similarities between the four categories. They then solve simple 
one-step problems using the information from the graph. 
Strategies/Skills: 
Students will display their data by creating charts and tables, line plots, bar graphs, and picture graphs. 
Video Support: 
No videos are referenced for this unit. 
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Unit Name:  
Measurement 

Common Core State Standards: 
2.MD.1 Measure the length of an object by selecting and using appropriate tools such as rulers, 
yardsticks, meter sticks, and measuring tapes. 
2.MD.2 Measure the length of an object twice, using length units of different lengths for the two 
measurements; describe how the two measurements relate to the size of the unit chosen. 
2.MD.3 Estimate lengths using units of inches, feet, centimeters, and meters. 
2.MD.4 Measure to determine how much longer one object is than another, expressing the length 
difference in terms of a standard length unit. 
2.MD.5 Use addition and subtraction within 100 to solve word problems involving lengths that are given 
in the same units, e.g., by using drawings (such as drawings of rulers) and equations with a symbol for the 
unknown number to represent the problem. 
2.MD.6 Represent whole numbers as lengths from 0 on a number line diagram with equally spaced points 
corresponding to the numbers 0, 1, 2, ..., and represent whole-number sums and differences within 100 on 
a number line diagram. 
Essential Vocabulary: 

x measure 
x about 
x a little less than 
x a little more than 
x longer 
x shorter  
x standard units 
x inch 
x foot 
x metric units 

x centimeter 
x meter 
x tools 
x ruler 
x yardstick 
x meter stick 
x measuring tape 
x estimate 
x sums 
x differences 

x yard 
x length 
x equation 
x number line 
x equally spaced, point 
x addition 
x subtraction 
x unknown 

 

Unit Overview: 
In the first part of this unit, Second Graders build upon their non-standard measurement experiences in 
First Grade by measuring in standard units for the first time. Using both customary (inches and feet) and 
metric (centimeters and meters) units, Second Graders select an attribute to be measured (e.g., length of 
classroom), choose an appropriate unit of measurement (e.g., yardstick), and determine the number of 
units (e.g., yards).  Students also measure an object using two units of different lengths, they estimate the 
lengths of objects using inches, feet, centimeters, and meters prior to measuring, and they determine the 
difference in length between two objects by using the same tool and unit to measure both objects. 
 
In the second part of the unit, Second Grade students apply the concept of length to solve addition and 
subtraction word problems with numbers within 100.  Building upon their experiences with open number 
lines, students create number lines with evenly spaced points corresponding to the numbers to solve 
addition and subtraction problems to 100. They recognize the similarities between a number line and a 
ruler. 
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Strategies/Skills: 
x Understand that larger units (e.g., yard) can be subdivided into equivalent units (e.g., inches) 

(partition).  
x Understand that the same object or many objects of the same size such as paper clips can be 

repeatedly used to determine the length of an object (iteration).  
x Understand the relationship between the size of a unit and the number of units needed 

(compensatory principal). Thus, the smaller the unit, the more units it will take to measure the 
selected attribute.  

Video Support: 
No videos are referenced for this unit. 
Additional Resources: 
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listed in this document. 
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